July 1, 1952 

R. C, LEGAT 
RESILIENT SNAP H00K 
Filed May II, 1948 

2,601,711 

.5. 



Patented July 1, 1952 -. 2,601,711 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,601,711 
RESILIENT SNAP HOOK 
Robert C. Legat, New Britain, Conn., assignor to 
The G. E. Prentice Mfg. Co., Kensington, Conn.,. 
a corporation of Connecticut 
Application May 11, 1948, Serial No. 26,259 
1 Claim. (CI. 24m237) 
1 2 
This invention relates to key cases, and has The enlarged portion 3 is ïolded longitudinally 
to do more particulaxly with the hooks whereby to provide two spaced, longitudinally disposed 
the keys are attached to such cases, ears 8,  8. The shank portion ! is then bent 
Ar object of the invention is to provide an in the form of a tear drop-shaped loop so as 
improved key case hook ruade of sheet metal 5 : to position the reduced portion 
rather than wire, as is usual, tween the spaced ears 8, 8; the reduced por- 
A further object of the invention is to provide tion 2 being preferably curved outwardly, as 
a key case hook composed of sheet metal and shown more clearly in Fig. 6 of the drawings, so 
which is sturdy in construction, economical to that its outer free end normally rests against 
manufacture, and possessing certain advantages l o: the associatedsurface of portion 13 between the 
over the usual form of hook ruade of wire. ears 18, 
The advantages of the key case hook of this It will be noted that the leg portion of the 
invention, as well as the novel features of con- loop provided with the reduced end portion 
struction thereof, wfll be apparent from the fol- is a. spring member which maintains such re- 
lowing description when read in connection with 15; duced portion in the U-shaped cavity formed by 
the accompanying drawings, in which Fig. 1 is the ears [$, [$ of the enlarged portion ['. One 
an enlarged plan view of the blank from which function of the ears |8, $ is to maintain the 
the key hook is ruade; Fig. 2 is a rear elevational reduced portion 2 in position with relation to 
view on an enlarged scale of the completed key the head end of the hook and the associated 
hook; lig. 3 is a side elevational view of the key 20 shank portion. Another function of the ears 
hook shown in Fig. 2; lig. 4 is a front elevational $, $ is to provide a guard against the possi- 
view of the saine; Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional bility of the reduced end 2 catching on the 
view taken along the line §--§ of Fig. 3, and material of the key case or the garments of the 
Fig. 6 is a side elevational view, partly in verti- user. The ears |8, 18 also facflitate the inser- 
cal section, of the key hook. 25 tion and removal of a key on the hook. Thus, 
In the drawings, the reference numeral |0 if a key is fo be inserted on the hook, the re- 
designates generally the blank from which the quired opening between the reduced end |2 and 
key hook of this invention is ruade. The blank such ears may be obtained either by inserting 
may be ruade from any desirable type of sheet the finger nafl under the end of member 2 and 
metal, but Is preferably ruade from a carbon 30 then moving it inwardly over the outer edge of 
steel or phosphorus bronze sheet approximately such ears, or by inserting the finger nail be- 
 of an inch thick. The blank | 0 is approxl- tween such members at the upper end of the loop 
mately 2 inches in length and has a shank and moving it outwardly over the outer edges of 
portion |  approximately 1 tnches long and  the ears 8, |8. In either case, as the fmger nail 
of an inch wide. The lower end of the shank 35 is moved over the outer edges of ears 
portion | , as viewed in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the latter will exert a camming action to force 
is tapered fo provide a reduced end portion |2 the reduced end 2 outwardly a sufflcient amount 
about  of an tnch in length. At the upper end to enable a key to be inserted thereon. When 
of the shak portion  , is an enlarged portion a key is to be removed from the hook, if is only 
3 provided with convexly-shaped side edges, 40 necessary to grasp the key and more if outwardly 
such portion | 3 being approxlmaely  of an over the outer edges of ears  8,  8 which, because 
inch in length and having a maximum width of their camming action, will cause the reduced 
of about la of an inch. The top of the blank end |2 to be moved outward sufficiently to release 
|0 is provided with three projecting portions or the key. When the key is in proper position on 
lobes 4, § and |6, of substantially triangular 45 the hook, the ears |8, 8 wfll prevent it from 
form and having convexly-shaped side edges; the unintentional disengagement therefrom. The 
configuration of such lobes being such that they ears 8, |8 also enhance the looks of the key 
may be formed into the hollow ball-shaped head hook, giving it a distinctive, attractive appear- 
 7 shown in ligs. 2, 3 and 4 of the drawings, ance. The hook is sturdy and may be readfly 
In the formation of the key hook from the 50 manufactured in quantity at low cost. 
blank shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the ball- While I have illustra¢.ed and described a pre- 
shaped head |7 by which the hook is pivotally ferred embodiment of the invention, if will be 
supported on the holder of the key case, is formed evident to those skilled in the art, that various 
from the three projectlng portions |4, |§, |$ of changes and modifications may be ruade therein 
sUch blank, as bas been previously mentioned. 55 without depar¢2ng from the spirit of the inven- 
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3 
tion, or the scope of the appended c]aim. Thus, 
if wi]l be obvious, that the reduced end 12 and 
ears J S, J8 may bave any desired configuration 
which will enable them fo cooperate in the man- 
ner explained and such reduced end may be con- 
structed tobe entirely within the confines of the 
ears 8, 8. In this latter cormection, the hook 
will be opened bY moving, the finge naff, or an 
other device outwardly t0ward the hed - of' thd 
hook in the manner previously explained. 10 
I claire: 
A key hook comprising a shank comP0.e.d, of 
an elongated strip of sheet metal ben' i/iërmë- 
diate its ends to provide two lêg forml//g 
closed loop, an attachment member connected 
to the upper end of the longer leg of said 
the other end oï said shank beg: Qf 
width and connected to the body of the shank 
by a tapering portion th.ereof, the ïree  
said reduced shan k portion having its inner sur- 20 
face resting againstth e inner surfaCe:of aï 
termediate POrtion o-f'the longer legoI Sidïslïanl ° 
positioned in spaeed relati0ï bel0w' safd 

4 
lengths and below the extremity of the other 
shank end and said ears being so located on 
the longer leg of said shank that the upper ends 
thereof are adjacent to and conceal the closed 
end of the loop, the reduced other end of said 
shank extending downwardly between Said ears 
and emerging from between the latter af a point 
djïïiy, belb-w..the hfg]i,.p51ï/ of the outer 
edg'es: of si/ch eas: suclï reduced shank end and 
t, e outer edges of said ears below such point of 
emergence being arranged in diverging relation 
t prov.id.e,. .a. space therebetween sufficient fo ena- 
ble a fingernail fo be inserted therebetween and 
eïige / g:p5int oiïthe outer edges of said ears 
u.'dë,s, / reidCëd shank end, whereby when 
tlïë ffh'éïi is' moved upwardly over the outer 
edges:of;suchea.rs towards the high points there- 
of,..such reduced shank portion is cammed out- 
wriily' suIIiciently fo enable a key to be inserted 
on the hook, 
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ment me.mber to form the closed eidof:the:100p;- . Thë"ïbll0wing referei/ce are of record in the 
the lég.portions of suh shanlr' bel0w tIïë  cI0ed" 2I filë - 0-thiS"pateng: 
end of the loop extending d0wnwardI-'inïspëéd; " 
fliverging relatior, and a païr of pr0eCging ear  UNITED .sTITËS .... PTENTS 

integrally connected to thé side ïgè oVtlïe lïëet: Numbë ,... 
meal material f0mïng the 10nge lè of sald: D. 31,003:- 
shank and projecting in subsgantill! p-aïllei  0 34»488 
relation from the inner surface thereoft01 form 454,o3... 
with a portion of thelatte a uïStïàped hosig, .48375.. 
in Whih the inner sufaCe of" tli  sïdë ed$ ï,306;226. 
thereof are spaced apart adiane: lësïtlïaf, 1,98207.. 
the width of such shankbetwèen: su'tï;"h0tigfiï  $:. 1:778,I68. 
and the tapering porti0n..thee0f,  s.aioEeas laY , 1,926,852 
ing convexly-shaped,, cam-lil,é ougé."ede:wle' 
highest' points are lòCated intertàëaiatè « tIïèfr  2537,928 
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